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THE LAST EVENING OF THE

YEAR.

BY THE AUTHOR OF "THE LAMPLIGHTER," &c.

TIME, with people in general, goes on for the

most part in an even course ; one day is much

like another, and striking events seldom

happen. The labourer goes to his work to-day

as he did yesterday ; the bricklayer handles his

trowel, and the carpenter his hammer, plane, and

saw, day after day alike ; the tradesman stands

behind his counter one day as another. Changes

in life do come, it is true, but not often. It

you look back a year, you will probably find

that you were living this time twelve months

much as you are living now, working at the

same employment, and spending your days in

the same way. So time passes with most of us.

f

Yet there are breaks in our time. Life is

divided into portions. We have our days and

weeks, our months and years : and these all re-

mind us that time is passing. The darkness

coming on tells us every evening that another

day is gone. Sunday morning, so unlike all

other mornings, calls to our mind the passing

away of another week
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201 The Last Evening of the Year.

month to another reminds us that another

twelfth part of a year has flown. And, still

more forcibly, the entering on a new year bids

us remember that a whole year our

more
of

earthly course has come to an end .

""

This is the most important, and the most

strongly marked, of all such changes. Many

things, trifling in themselves, remind us of it.

We lay aside our last year's Almanac as useless .

Every friend we meet wishes us "A happy new

year. Every letter that we write has a new

figure at the head of it. At first all this seems

strange. But after a very few days we are quite

used to the change . We look back on the old

year as a thing past and gone, and feel as much

at home with the newyear as ever we did with

that which went before it.openslewer

But is this all ?. Should the change from

one year to another be nothing more than the

writing of one figure instead of another, and

the use new Almanac in the place of
fa

an old one ? Should there
be no special

thoughts and feelings, and wishes and prayers,

at such a time?

Surely it is not without an object, that time

has been divided into years and other portions .

This has been done in the providence of God ;

and nothing that He does or orders is without

a reason. Divisions of time are useful for the

business of life ; but they are equally so for the

welfare of the soul. If time went on in one

unbroken course, we should be apt to let our-

selves be carried onwithoutthought into eternity.



The Last Evening of the Year.
3

f

These divisions of time, this continual coming

to the close of one period and to the beginning

of another, teach us solemnly to number our

days, and to apply our hearts unto wisdom.

The close of a year especially is a time for

serious thought and self-examination.hous

Let me suppose that it is the last evening

of the old year.
རྩྭ

Let me address you as if

we were
were spending that evening together,

and speaking to one another face to face.

We will not seek company this evening. We

will not try to drive awaythought. We will not

dismiss the old year, and welcome in the new,

with thoughtless merriment. We will spend

the evening quietly and seriously. We will

be alone together. I will speak to you as a

friend .

So we have got to the end of another year!

This is its last evening. When we wake to-

morrow, the new year will have begun. Before

it come, let us look back, and turn our

thoughts once more to the old year that will

so soon be gone.

What kind of a year has it been to you?

Have things gone smoothly with you ? Or

have some unusual things happened to you?

Has it been to you an eventful year, or not ?

However this may be, I am sure you have

much reason to thank God. Let it therefore be

part of your evening's work to thank God for

the mercies of the past year.

Even ifyou have had no special mercies, and

no special trials, yet common daily mercies

A 2
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have been continued to you through the year.

You have been fed, and clothed, and preserved .

Your wants have been supplied. You have

been kept in safety by night and by day. A

thousand unseen dangers may have threat-

ened you, but they have been warded off.

Many unknown evils may have been near you,

but God has preserved you from them. And,

besides all temporal blessings , you have enjoyed

for another year the unspeakable blessing of the

means of grace. You have had another year's

use of the Bible, another year's access to the

throne of grace in prayer, another year of

Sundays and of public worship . Thus, blessing

you both temporally and spiritually, God has

brought you to the close ofthe year.

But perhaps it has not been so smooth

and even a year. Perhaps it has been one

of the eventful years of your life. Some

great change may have befallen you, some

unusual blessing, or some great affliction . Per-

haps the year has been full of
such

things.

For so it happens sometimes, that one year is

crowded with events , while others pass smoothly

by, with little change.

Time both softens the bitterness of sorrow,

and dulls the sense of enjoyment ; so that

already, perhaps, you have lost much of that

sharp pain which some things this year caused

you, and the pleasure which other things gave

you at the moment has also in great measure

faded away. Yet, ere the year has quite passed,

let your thoughts dwell once more on its
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chief blessings or sorrows. It was God who sent

you those special blessings ; thank Him forthem

once more. That deliverance from danger,

that recovery from sickness, that preservation

of one dear to you, that fear relieved. that

dreaded misfortune turned aside ; all were

from God-the gifts of His love, His kind pro-

vision for your welfare ; to Him be all the

praise. Let not the last day of the year pass

away without one more special thanksgiving.

Your sorrows, too , came from Him. The same

wisdom and love sent both afflictions and bless-

ings. Nay, why separate them? Afflictions

are blessings, when rightly received . Has this

year been a year of affliction ? Have you had

any special loss or trial ? Has your heart at

any time been deeply pained ? Is there one

now wanting, who was with you when the year

began ? Thus will the new year open to you

less brightly, in some respects , than the pre-

sent one did ? Humble yourself again before

Him who has thus dealt with you . Recall your

feelings and your prayers, while yet His afflict-

ing hand was upon you. Think of the com-

fort Hepor
ted

gav
e
you. Rem

emb
er

how He su

ported you. And seek that all the trials of the

year may be sanctified to you ; that so this year

of sorrow may be to you a year of unusual

blessing, and you may look back upon it here-

after as a time of peculiar growth in grace.

di God is always dealing with us in some way.

He never forgets or neglects us. All that

befalls us is ordered by Him; every year that

A 3
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we live is another period of His dealings with

us ; and all has a bearing upon eternity.

Now turn your thoughts from God's deal-

ings, and consider what your own ways have

been. How have you lived during the year

that is closing ? What have you done ? What

return have you made for all that God has

given you ? What has He seen in you ? Has

the year been wasted or improved ? Have you

served God, or self? Have you been living for

eternity, or only or chiefly for time? Have you

been grateful for mercies, humble under chas-

tisements ? Have you watched and prayed ?

Haveyou been diligent and in earnest about

your soul? Have you made good use of the

means of grace, and sought God in sincerity ?

Look back. Have you made any progress

since this time last year ? God has been

dealing with you ; have His dealings wrought

any good effect ? His mercies, have they

drawn you nearer to Him ? His chastisements,

have they led you to seek Him? Is your

heart less set on the world ? Have you learnt

more to seek your happiness in God ?bboth

Perhaps looking back brings to your mind

some part of the year, when you greatly forgot

God, and lived carelessly and slothfully, in-

dulging vanity and self. Perhaps you may

even remember some grievous sin, some sad

wandering from the right path ; and perhaps

you have never yet deeply repented for it

before God. Let not the year close upon you

thus. Draw near to Him now through Jesus



The Last Evening of the Year.
7

Christ, own your sin, and seek for mercy.

Do not begin a new year with the burden of

unforgiven sin upon you. Pray that the blood

of Christ may take away your guilt, and that

you may be restored by the Holy Spirit.

Oh, how good it is to be brought to a stand,

as it were, and led to search and try our ways,

and turn again to the Lord ! How profitable

are such seasons as these, that lead us to stop

and think ! How gracious is God in all the

appointments of His providence, not suffering

us to go on unchecked, but bringing us to one

halting- place after another in our journey, that

we may pause and consider our ways !

Let me address you even more closely.

You are about to lie down to rest, and when

you awake you will have begun a new year.

In what state are you about to close the year ?

In what state as to your soul, -in what state

before God ? Are you at peace with Him ?

Can you humbly believe that your guilt is

gone, that the blood of Jesus has been applied

to wash you clean, and that you are thus in

a state of reconciliation with God ? Have

you sought Christ as your Saviour ? Have

you come at His call ? Have you opened

your heart to receive Him who says, " Behold,

I stand at the door and knock "? Have you

chosen that good part which shall not be

taken away from you ? Have you the witness

of the Spirit within you, that you are indeed.

Rev. iii. 20.
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a child of God ? Is it thus that you end the

old year, thus that you are about to enter

upon a new one?

1

Or are you undecided ?mundecided ? Have you had

many serious thoughts and impressions, and

yet not chosen God for your portion ? Are

you, in short, reaching the end of one stage

in your life, and entering on another, with

the great question still unsettled, still halting

between two opinions, still seeking to serve

two masters? opoling will, la condningga

Are you even worse than this- careless ,

indifferent, unconcerned, giving no serious

thought to your soul, putting off all such

subjects to a future time, and perhaps dis-

liking religious people and religious things ?

Have you taken up these pages merely from

curiosity, or at the wish of a friend, or even

to make game of them?of them ? And is it in this

state of mind, careless, thoughtless, proud,

and impenitent, that you too are reaching one

of the mile-stones in your life ? Can you

think this right ? Do you not know, if you

will but think seriously for one moment, that

you are in awful danger ? You sneer at those

who are more thoughtful than yourself ; yet

in your heart you believe them tombe

right. With all your carelessness , you say

that you do mean some day to be religious ;

and all the while you know that to-day is the

only day you can call your own. You do

not believe your own lie, you are not persuaded

by your own words. You know in your heart

t
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that all is wrong with your soul ; and yet you

mean, you deliberately mean, to go on so still ,

for the present at least ; thus to end this year,

thus to begin the next. If this be not madness,

what is ?

Oh, that I could indeed plead with you face

to face ! Oh, that I could speak from my heart

to your heart ! Oh, that I could show you all

that I feel about the awful danger of living so !

And yet, if I could, what then ? Could words

of mine change you ? Words however earnest,

persuasions however forcible ; the heart speak-

ing by the face ; every look, and every tone,

and every action , showing a solemn impression ,

a deep concern , an earnest desire ; what could

they all do without the Spirit of God ? Nothing.

Nothing, at least, in the way of a change of

heart. You might listen attentively, you might

be moved at seeing another care more for your

soul than you care for it yourself, you might

even be awed for the moment : but, for a change

of heart, there must be more than all that man

can do. That is the Spirit's work, the Spirit's

work alone. Oh that you might be led to ask

for the Spirit ! Oh that, on this last evening

of the year, seeing and knowing your distance

from God, and your danger while distant from

Him, you would fall down on your knees, and

say from the heart, " O God ! give me Thy

Holy Spirit, for Christ's sake ! "

Time passes ! Time for thinking, time for

praying, time for seeking, time for finding.

Surely and quickly time passes away, never to
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return . You are about to lay your head on

the pillow ; it may be for the last time.
You

beare just ending a year of your life ; itit
may

the last year, of which you will see the close.

The new year on which your eyes will open to-

morrow morning, if you live till then, may

prove to be your last upon earth. Some will

die next year ; perhaps some whom you know,

some of your own age and standing, friends,

companions. Perhaps you. Nay, do not start-

perhaps you may die next year. No man knows.

But God knows. Already the year, the day,

the hour is fixed ; the place, and the circum-

stances . All is settled and known above, though

all unknown below. Will you leave all to

chance ? WillWill you risk it, as they say ? Oh,

what a risk ! A risk for eternity ! A risk of

being undone for ever ! A risk, that may end

in such a loss as never can be repaired !

Time passes !passes ! Alike to all , the careless , the

undecided, and the true Christian, time passes.

You who are now undecided, think of the flight

of time; think of it, as brought to your mind by

this change ofyear. Year after year passes, and

leaves you undecided still . How long shall this

go on ? Are you not in danger of being found

undecided when the end comes ? Are you

waiting for a time, when the reasons that keep

you from God will be less strong than they are

now ? Are you putting off that great decision

which conscience tells you must be made, to a

season when you think you will be quite willing

to make it ?

7

But, while you act against con-
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science, and quench the Spirit, what reason

have you to suppose that such a time will ever

come? Does the Bible promise you any such?

No, indeed. " Choose you this day whom ye

will serve "."
2

" Behold, now is the accepted

time ; behold, now is the day of salvation 3."

•

hopes are vain.
T

Such is the voice of

Scripture

. No. All such

While
you thus put off the

great decision, you are trifling with God, re-

sisting the Spirit, and running fearful risk of

being left to yourself, left to go on, unchecked

by the voice of conscience, in the way of death

eternal .

Oh ! if any of you who read these lines ,

should still go on careless or undecided to the

end, and should find, too late, what you had

slighted, and what you had lost, what would

you not givethen for one more year upon earth,

in which you might seek God in earnest, for one

more day, nay, even for one quiet evening

hour, such as that which you are now spending !

You have it now. Time isyours, the present

time, to-day. This evening is yours, for seek-

ing God. Oh, seek Him while you may ; seek

Him now ; seek Him through Jesus Christ ;

seek Him, believing His word, that He will be

found of them that seek Him. Ask of Him.

pardon for all the past through the blood of

Jesus, and the grace of the Holy Spirit for the

time to come. Ask Him to make the coming

year a new year indeed to you.

2 Josh, xxiv. 15.

Ask Him to

32 Cor. vi . 2.
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give you a new heart, new desires, new hopes,

a new faith , and new grace and strength . Then

you will enter on the year that is at hand, as

you never have begun a year before . Then the

coming year will be the best and happiest you

have ever known . Come what may, be it a

year of change and loss and sorrow, let trials

follow thick upon trials, yet, with your God

and Father in Christ Jesus, known, trusted,

and loved, you will be prepared for all. With

Him for your portion, you may lose all besides,

and yet be rich ; with Him for your stay and

strength, you need fear nothing.

Let this evening hour see you on your

knees. With no eye but His upon you pour

out your heart before God . Give yourself

solemnly to Him. And, deeply conscious of

your own weakness, but relying on unfailing

grace and help , determine this night that

henceforth you will be a Christian indeed.D

21
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